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N E W S L E T T E R 

 
“Reef preservation 

through Research 

and Education.” 

The diversification and strength of our reefs, a 
remarkable return of sharks, rays, fish… all during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
For the first time we are witnessing a new vitality from our local reef systems. We must think out 
loud now as we bare witness that NATURE does indeed have the last word. Despite global 
warming, CO2 buildup, runoff carrying excess Nitrogen , heavy metals and toxic chemicals, we 
are witnessing a comeback of epic proportion on the North shore of Kauai. Anthropogenic 
influence, the human factor, has been throttled back during this pandemic and life is returning to 
Anini and other north shore habitats.  

With the arrival of prey species like white tip reef sharks, spotted Eagle rays, huge ulua and more 
to Anini, it’s definitely a sure sign of good health. Greater numbers of fish like yellow tangs and 
Moorish idols have been spotted too, even a few seahorses! The corals are now thriving from a 
once barren wasteland of dead and diseased corals and algae. Looking at Anini now it’s hard to 
believe that a mere 6 months ago the area was in severe decline with almost an 85% loss of the 
local corals. 

 
 

RGH NEWS: WELCOME master Marine Biologist, Dive instructor, Educator, star of several 
Cousteau films: HOLLY LOHUIS! We are so honored and privileged to have Holly aboard in 
California! Both Harry and Holly have worked together over the years with Jean-Michel 
Cousteau! Checkout Holly’s TED Talk. Holly brings experience and knowledge of our reef systems 
and her new role with RGH will greatly benefit both our Research and Education programs.  
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“Saving our Oceans 

one Reef at a Time” 
EDUCATION 
RGH is producing a new show “Reef Guardians Blue Ocean TV.” 
A weekly series all about the reef and near shore environment and all the marine life that lives 
there from coral reefs to Dolphins, Sea Turtles, Sharks, Whales and more... Combining animation 
with real people along with all who dwell there, from the perspective of above and under the 
sea, all combine for an immersive experience. The show takes place in Hawaii and California with 
a host at each location and a marine biologist from each state. From Kauai we have Marine 
biologist and filmmaker extraordinaire, Terry Lilley (Underwater2Web) and school teacher, 
educator and master snorkeler Robin Mazor. In California, marine biologist, TED speaker, 
educator and researcher, Holly Lohuis (Jean-Michel Cousteau team member) along with 
filmmaker & marine researcher Harry Rabin (On the Wave Prod.) from Santa Barbara, California. 

RESEARCH-RGH KEY PARTNERS   
 
 
 
Our artificial intelligence/Robots on the Reef project, AI/ROR is back on track thanks to our 
partners. Programming has begun to train the software to recognize 12 species of corals. 
Working closely with FIU, the AI software is now learning from over 7500 photogrammetric 
images collected by RGH marine biologist Terry Lilley on Kauai.” Photogrammetric images” are 
images that have size and GPS location information. The images are part of the bigger picture to 
create a GLOBAL view on the health of reefs worldwide using our partner ESRI ArcGIS platform.       
      “RGH is proud to say we designed the dual LaserCAM photogrammetric rig for AI/ROR!” 
For more information checkout RESEARCH on our web page:www.reefguardians.org/research 
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